
where she taught first year 

composition, Shakespear-

ean, and British Literature 

from 1800 to present.  

Delores has also held full 

time teaching positions at 

Morgan State University 

and Arundel Community 

College.  Her teaching in-

corporates the use of multi-

media and service learning 

as key components.   

If you get a chance, please 

contact her at 

ex.cant@verizon.net to wel-

come her to the department. 

Dr. David Roh of the Uni-

versity of California at Santa 

Barbara has agreed to come 

here as an assistant professor 

in the fall.  Dr. Roh brings a 

variety of technological and 

theoretical skills with him as 

well as expertise in late 

twentiethïcentury and cur-

rent American literature and 

popular culture. As a Ful-

bright Scholar, David  

studied literature at Wasada 

University in Tokyo.  

 

Delores Phillips will be 

joining us next fall as our 

new assistant professor in 

literature, with a specialty in 

the New Literatures in Eng-

lish/postcolonial studies.  

She will completing her PhD 

this term at the University of 

Maryland and will be teach-

ing the New Literatures 

course in the fall.  Her work 

focuses on biographical 

cookbooks written by mem-

bers of the postcolonial Di-

aspora and compares the 

writerôs experiences to food 

images in postcolonial litera-

ture. Her teaching experi-

ence includes work for the 

UM Department of English, 

Michael Blumenthalôs sev-

enth book of poems, And, was 

published by BOA Editions in 

early 2009.  The review from 

Publisherôs Weekly is recre-

ated below. 

And by Michael Blumenthal. 

BOA (Consortium, dist.), $16 

(112p) ISBN 978-1-934414-21-7 

Few new books of American 

poems have more unityðor more 

happinessðthan the latest from 

Blumenthal: the law professor, 

memoirist, novelist (Dusty Angel) 

and psychotherapist has set him-

self the daunting task of depict-

ing joy in all its varieties. Almost 

all the poems use long unrhymed 

lines and long sentences; all the 

titles begin with ñAnd.ò Many 

titles read like updates on bibli-

cal verse (ñAnd Whose Is the 

Triumph of Stinky Similitude? 

And Where Is the Rapture of the 

Seas?ò), as if Blumenthal were 

writing his own book of psalms. 

His extended praise includes the 

spiritual (ñhe knows// that the air 

is rife with the anarchy of the 

possible,/ that the hills are mov-

ing, ever so secretly, during/ the 

nightò) but also the erotic and 

the familial: his poems about 

love almost dare us to call them 

sentimental. Blumenthal has 

long made the positive emo-

tions, those that risk sentimen-

tality, his special subject: some-

times the results of that long 

study turn sublime. Elsewhere, 

though, Blumenthal fails to find 

words as exuberant or as satis-

fying as he wants to remind us 

that life can be: some readers 

will thrill, but others will likely 

balk, at ñthe lustful little angel 

that inhabits his body,ò ñthe 

deliquescence of the air whis-

pering its soothing 

song.ò (May)  
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ñFor the second 

year, Christian 

Gerard was accepted 

at the Bread Loaf 

Writers Conference, 

with a scholarship. ñ 

Recent Accomplishments 

Recent Accomplishments 
Liza Potts and Mathieu 

Reynolds will both be 

presenting papers at  

IEEEôs Professional Com-

munication Conference in 

July; both papers will be 

published in the proceed-

ings.   

Mathieuôs paper is 

"Clipping the Roots Be-

fore Planting: A Three-

Part Examination of Inter-

personal Japan-U.S. Busi-

ness Interactions."  

Lizaôs paper is ñ Peering 

into Disaster: Social Soft-

ware Use from the Indian 

Ocean Earthquake to the 

Mumbai Bombings.ò    

Liza also had an article 

that just came out: Potts, 

L. (2009). ñDesigning for 

Disaster: Social Software 

Use in Times of Crisis.ò 

International Journal of 

Sociotechnology and 

Knowledge Development. 

1 (2), 33-46. 

Elif  presented ñChoosing 

to Veil and its Implications 

for Womenôs Identities in 

Contemporary Turkey: A 

Communication Theory of 

Identity Approachò at the 

79th Convention of the 

Southern States Commu-

nication Association, Nor-

folk, VA (April 1-5, 2009) 

on a panel organized by 

Craig Stewart, who also 

presented a paper with Mar-

garet J. Pitts from the Com-

munication Dep.   

 

 

Alicia Defonzo  will be 

presenting her essay: 

"Queen Mab: An Involun-

tary Vindication of a Natu-

ral Diet" at the NASSR 

Conference -North Ameri-

can Society for the Study of 

Romanticism.  The confer-

ence will take place on 

May 21-24, 2009 at Duke 

University. 

Elif Guler is the recipient 

of the 2009 Sigma Tau 

Delta (International Eng-

lish Honor Society) Schol-

arly Paper Award for the 

paper that she presented at 

the 13th Biennial National 

Conference of the Rhetoric 

Society of America (Seattle, 

WA; May 2008).  The title 

of the paper was: ñScience 

and Reason in the Public 

Discourse of Kemalism: A 

Pentadic Analysis of 

Ataturkôs Speech on the 

10th Anniversary of the 

Turkish Republic.ò 

  

She is also the recipient of 

the 2009 Sigma Tau Delta 

Regnery runner-up Schol-

arship. 
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CURRENT STUDENTS 

One of Paula McMahonôs stories 

won First Place in the 2009 fiction 

competition for Dogwood: A Jour-

nal of Poetry and Prose, published 

by Fairfield University. Paulaôs 

story "The One That Got Away" 

was named an Honorable Mention 

in AWPôs Intro Journals fiction 

competition this year. In addition, 

Paula was accepted to the Aspen 

Summer Words workshop for 2009. 

 

Poetry East, Faultline, Phoebe and 

Waccamaw, the online journal out 

of Coastal Carolina University, ac-

cepted poems by Christian 

Gerard. For the second year, Chris-

tian was accepted at the Bread Loaf 

Writers Conference, with a scholar-

ship. Christianôs poem "Definitive" 

won First Prize Winner in the Po-

etry Society of Virginia ïOld Do-

minion University-Academy of 

American Poets College Poetry 

Prize Competition 2008-2009. 

Christianôs poem ñFrontiersmenò 

also was recognized in the contest, 

earning Second Runner-Up honors. 

Orion magazine also has accepted 

Christianôs poem ñProbably, 

Then.ò (www.orionmagazine.org) 

 

Boiling River, 

www.boilingriver.com, published 

two poems by Eddie Dowe, 

ñBurdenò and ñDissolve.ò 

 

A story by Eric Ramseier will ap-

pear in an upcoming issue of 

Stoneôs Throw Magazine, 

http://www.stonesthrowmagazine.c

om/.  

 

Andrea Nolanôs poem "Wood-

Turner" won First Runner-Up hon-

ors in The Poetry Society of Vir-

ginia ïOld Dominion University-

Academy of American Poets Col-

lege Poetry Prize Competition 

2008-2009. Andreaôs poem 

ñPraheraò also was recognized in 

the contest, earning Second Runner-

Up honors. In addition, Andrea was 

accepted to the Aspen Summer 

Words workshop for 2009. 

 

Jesse Scaccia launched an educa-

tion blog, teacherrevised.org, this 

spring. The blog is a mixture of re-

flections on teaching practices and 

musings on all things education re-

lated --- real talk from real teachers. 

 

ñSave the Bay, Eat a Ray,ò BC Wil-

sonôs story on eating Chesapeake 

Rays, will appear in the summer 

edition of Edible Chesapeake maga-

zine. 

Dana Staves was awarded a sum-

mer internship at the Fine Arts 

Work Center in Provincetown, 

Mass.  

ALUMNI  

 

Thomas Andrew Yuillôs (1997, 

Poetry) book of poems, Medicine 

Show, was accepted by the Univer-

sity of Chicago Press. Robert Pin-

sky, Rosanna Warren and David 

Ferry all want to write blurbs for the 

back.  

Farideh Goldin (2002, Nonfiction) 

had the following recent publica-

tions:   

My Iranian Sukkah, Where We Find 

Ourselves: Jewish Women around 

the World Write About Home, ed-

ited by Miriam Ben-Joseph & Deb-

orah Nodler Rosen. New York: 

State University of New York Press, 

2009. 

Farideh will also be guest editor 

and contributor (The Ghost of our 

Mothers: Iranian Jewish Women 

Writers) for NASHIM: A Journal of 

Jewish Womenôs Studies and Gen-

der Issues, published by Brandeis 

University. This particular issue, 

number 18, focuses on Iranian Jew-

ish Women and should be in print 

by August 2009.  

Farideh also gave two talks this 

spring: On March 19, ñIranian Jew-

ish Women Immigrants in Los An-

geles,ò University of Illinois in Chi-

cago and on March 24, as the key-

note speaker, Moriah High School, 

Englewood, New Jersey. 

 

Bob Kunzingerôs (2004, Nonfic-

tion) essay "Sliced Bread" was 

listed in Best American Essay 2008 

as one of the notable essays of 

2007. 

 

James Lidington was awarded sec-

ond place for The Agnes L. Bra-

ganza Award for Nonfiction on 

March 28 at Christopher Newport 

Universityôs 28th Annual Writerôs 

Conference. 

http://www.orionmagazine.org
http://www.boilingriver.com
http://www.stonesthrowmagazine.com/
http://www.stonesthrowmagazine.com/
http://teacherrevised.org/
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Luisa A. Igloria's  tenth book, 

Juan Lunaôs Revolver, is the re-

cipient of the 2009 Ernest San-

deen Prize for poetry from the 

University of Notre Dame Press. 

Luisa also had the following pub-

lications:  

"Fear Factor" (Pushcart Prize 

Nomination); and "Email to the 

Tender Committee of the Nige-

rian National Petroleum Corpora-

tion" were in the Pop Culture is-

sue of Umbrella literary journal 

(Winter 2008)  http://

www.umbrellajournal.com/

winter2008/editorial.html 

 

"The Gods Must Be Crazy" in the 

Humor issue of poe-meleon (Winter 

2008) 

http://www.poemeleon.org/luisa-

igloria2 

"The Wives of Chang and Eng" and 

"Garment" in  

http://marnescriptspage1.blogspot.c

om/ 

The inaugural issue of Sweet featured 

"Yo Yu" and "Christopher Reeve's 

Filipino Nurse." 

"Mangkik" was in the December 

2008 issue of The Poet's Picture-

book. 

Luisa was also the featured reader at 

Molly Malone's, hosted by Nina 

Corwin and Al DeGenova; Forest 

Park, IL. Monday, February 9, 2009. 

 

Pearson also participated in the 

annual Virginia Festival of the 

Book. 

Michael Blumenthalôs poem, 

"What I Believe,"  was the se-

lected reading on Garrison 

Keillor's daily radio segment, 

"The Writer's Almanac," Satur-

day, Feb. 28. 2009. 

Tim Siebles read this Spring at 

the Russell Memorial Library  

with poets Jon Pineda and 

Dorianne Laux.  The event was 

part of the Chesapeake Poetry 

Festival. In April, Tim read at 

Virginia Wesleyan College. 

 

Michael Pearson's book, Inno-

cents Abroad Too: Journeys 

Around the World on Semester 

at Sea, made the Top 10 Local 

Best Sellers list for Nonfiction 

according to The Denver Post. 
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Comics retrieved on May 13, 2009 from   

http://washingtonpost.com.  

òDrama, you say. 

 I never would 

have guessed.ó 

Humor 

T H E  O C C A S I O N A L  

http://comics.com/working_daze/2009-05-11/
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